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Mohamed Bzeek has saved 70 lives of the 80 children he has fostered. He is by his children’s side on their last journey.

Man helps sick children,
represents Islam’s true face in US

The inspiring story of a 63-year-old U.S. national of Libyan origin, who has been a foster parent to 80
terminally-ill children, will be the subject of a documentary by Turkish director Ensar Altay

) MOHAMED Bzeek lives in Los Angeles in the US.
and is a foster parent for orphans, children abandoned
by their families or those with a fatal disease.

He came to the U.S. from Libya for university in 1978, and
is now an electronics engineer. After he met his wife, he start-
ed fostering children and showing them fatherly affection.

Bzeek managed to save 70 lives of the 80 children he has
fostered. He is also with his children on their last journey.

Bzeek is seen as a hero by Americans and received the
International Benevolence Award, organized for the fourth
time by the Diyanet Foundation. His life is also being made
into a documentary directed by Ensar Altay.

To help children in other countries with a foundation he
intends to open, Bzeek told Anadolu Agency (AA) that he
has come to Turkey for the first time and his story will be
introduced to in the documentary. Explaining he met his wife
in 1989, Bzeek said that being a foster family is a tradition in
his wife’s family. He started to be a foster parent thanks to
his wife.

One of the children died in 1991 and cried continuously
for three days. “When I take ina child, I don't care about their
country, color or religion. I just give them the help that they
need. I see myself as their biological father instead of a foster
parent.”

IN A DIFFERENT COUNTRY FOR FIRST
TIMEIN SEVEN YEARS

He said he sleeps very little and deals with children 24/7.
“You need a license for a foundation. You need a building
with doctors, nurses and teams. However, our work has just
started,

“In 1995, we decided to adopt orphans left at hospitals or
taken from their families by the state because of violence and
pressure. The only house that accepts orphans and children

who are about to die in Los Angeles is my house. I have dealt
with 80 children since 1989. Ten children lost their lives in
my arms.” Bzeek is always called on by the Department of
Child Services. “They tell me when children are about to die
and ask if I can adept them. They know that I do not hesitate
to accept. If T don't, they are sent to hospitals and don't have
a family or house. However, when I take them, they feel a
family atmosphere. They feel safe and are loved until the end
of their lives”

STORY HAS CHANGED PERSPECTIVE ON
MUSLIM-AMERICANS

Bzeek, whose story was told in the Los Angeles Times last
year, said that even his closest friends do not know what he
does as he does not talk about it. He just helps children in
need and does not look for other people’s admiration,

“Many Americans have been influenced by my story. They
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To help children in other countries with a foundation he intends to open,
Bzeek told Anadolu Agency (AA) that he has come to Turkey for the first
time and his story will be introduced in a new documentary.
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told me that my story built their belief in humanity again and
changed their perspective of Muslim-Americans. Muslims in
the U.S. are seen as criminals, killers and bad people, and Is-
lam is just the religion of blood and devastation. However, [
showed them true Islam. Islam is about love and compassion
and sympathy for other people. Islam doesn't give impor-
tance to people’s pasts and backgrounds,” he said.

Donations are collected for him at house of worship of
different religions. According to Bzeek: “Our religion tells us
to help people in need regardless of their religion. Besides,
many people give me different names like ‘Muslim Moham-
med Teresa, angel visiting the world or wingless angel. They
say I do holy work. An atheist said that after he read about
me, he hoped there is a God to reward me. A female atheist
teacher said: T have never said may God bless you to anyone

ru

in my life, but your story makes me say it to you!

ISLAM MEANS LOVE AND PATIENCE
NOT DEATH AND DESTRUCTION

He said Muslims cannot be divided if they help other peo-
ple and love and protect each ather. “I hope and know that I
can receive help for the foundation to help children who are
about to die. This foundation will cost much time and money.
We will need manpower to construct the building. If we can
officially open the foundation, we can also help children liv-
ing in other countries” He has also introduced Islam to non-
Muslims. Bzeel said: “Islam doesn't change, but peaple do. As
a Muslim, I think we should divide Islam and Muslims. Islam
remains unchanged, while Muslims change. Non-Muslims
see our behavior, When a Muslim doesn't behave properly,
they have wrong thoughts about Islam. Our responsibility is
to change this perception and show what true Islam is. Islam
ism't a religion of killing or destroying but of love and pa-
tience. Islam is the best religion for humanity” ISTANBUL / AA
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Yaiimurun Ulkesi Rize’den Su KllVlISll Projesine Destek

Turkiye Diyanet
Vakfi, tlkemizde ve
dinyanin 135
Glkesinde,
egitimden, kultire,
sosyal ve hayri
hizmetlerden
uluslararasi insani
y a r d 1 m
calismalarina kadar
farkli alanlarda
gercgeklestirdigi
projelerin yani sira
yoksulluk ve
kurakligin etkiledigi
cografyalarda actigi
su kuyulariyla da bir
damla suya hasret
insanlarin
yardimina kosuyor.

Ulusal ve
uluslararasi 6lcekte

insani yardim,
egitim, cami ve
editim merkezleri
insasi ile toplumsal
gelisim alanlarinda
nitelikli ve
surdartlebilir
gelisimi saglamak
amaciyla projeler
Ureten Tdulrkiye
Diyanet Vakfi,
yerylizinde iyiligin
egemen olmasi igin
gerceklestirdigi
faaliyetleri
surdaruyor.
Vakfin 2018
planlari arasinda
faaliyet gosterdigi
Ulkelerde, kuraklik
yasanan bdlgedeki
insanlarin uzun

yillar temiz su
ihtiyacini
karsilayacak uzun
omdarld yeni su
kuyulari projeleri de
yer aliyor. Bu
kapsamda;
“Dlinya’ya bir damla
hayat” su kuyusu
projesini baglatildi.

Dinyada 800
milyondan fazla
insanin temiz suya
erisim sorunu
yasamasl nedeniyle
Tlrkiye Diyanet
v a k f 1 ,
gercgeklestirdigi
projelerde 6zellikle

kurakligin insan
yasami igin blyuk
bir sorun

olusturdugu Afrika

Ulkelerinde
kuyularina
odaklaniyor.

Bugilne kadar 15
farkli Ulkede actigi
132 su kuyusunu
bélge insaninin
hizmetine sunan
Tlarkiye Diyanet
Vakfi, Burkina Faso,
Cad, Kenya, Nijer,
Sudan, Togo,
Uganda ve
Zimbabwe’de 48 su
kuyusu daha
acacak.

Rize II Muftisi
Ismail YALCIN
yaptigi aciklamada,
Rize Il
Muftalagamiz ve
Tlarkiye Diyanet
Vakfi Rize Subemiz
dnciliginde Ilimiz
genelinde 1llce
Muftiliklerimizin,
Turkiye Diyanet
Vakfi ilge

su
da

subelerimizin,
k a m u
kurum/kuruluslarini

n ve sivil toplum
orgltlerinin destegi
ile kapsamli bir
kampanyayl
yluridtmeyi
planlamaktayiz.
Halkimiz bu
anlamli Proje
hakkinda detayl
bilgileri Rize il ve
I | c e
Mfttlaklerimizden,
Tlarkiye Diyanet
Vakfi Rize 1l ve Ilce
Subelerimizden ve

D i n
Gorevlilerimizden
alabilirler.

02 Nisan 2018 -
29 Haziran 2018
tarihleri arasinda
ilimizde devam
e d e ¢ e k
kampanyamizda
her zaman
vakfimiza destek
olan hayirsever
halkimizin
desteklerinin
devamini
bekliyoruz, dedi.
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9 yil igerisinde Sille’de
bulunan tarihi camiler-
in restorasyonlari ile
tekrar kullanima hazir
hale getirildigini ifade
eden Selcuklu Belediye
Baskani Ugur ibrahim

~ Altay, cocuklara yone-
lik ‘Gille Oynaya Gel’
cami projesinin ilkini
gerceklestirdiklerini
kaydetti.

Ibrahim Hakan
Altay Ozer
ELCUKLU Belediyesi tarafindan kurumlar kullanima hazir hale getirildigini ifade eden “Giile Oynaya Gel" cami projesinin ilkini
arasindaki ig birligini gelistirmek amaciyla Altay, “Sille'de bulunan 8 cami ile Saraykdy'de gergeklegtirdik. 60 giin boyunca 40 giin sabah
baglatilan ‘Yerel Bulugmalar’ ilgede gorev yapan 1 mescidin restorasyonunu tamamlandik. namazina devam eden 6 -14 yag arasi kiz ve
_din gorevlileri ile devam etti. Sizma'da da ¢aligmalarimiz devam ediyor. Ayrica  erkek c;ocuklanm:zs toplamda 1723 bisikletle
Selguklu Kongre Merkezi'nde Kuran-1 Kerim cami yapimi i¢in imar planlarinda gerekli diizen-  diillendirdik. Bu yil projenin 2. etabin diizenle-
tilaveti ile baglayan programa Selguklu Belediye  lemeleri yapuik. ihtiyag olan yerlerde mevecut mek istiyoruz. Camilerle ilgili muhtelif etkinlikler
Bagkani Ugur ibrahim Altay, Ak Parti [l Bagkan  imar planlarinda gerekli diizenlemeler yapiliyor.  ve fiziki destek igin 9 yil icerisinde toplam 17.5
Yardimcis: Seyit Mehmet Stimer, Ak Parti Camilerimiz igin fiziki anlamda hazir betondan i¢  milyon TL harcama gerceklestirdik”

Selguklu iige Bagkani Mustafa Hakan Ozer, Ak tefrigatta kullanilan haliya kadar destek olmaya  Selcuklu Belediyesi tarafindan farkl meslek
Parti il ve iige Teskilati, Selguklu iige Miiftiisii gahgiyoruz. Cevre diizenlemeleri igin yakindan  gruplarina yénelik olarak diizenlenen yerel
Nusret Karabiber ve ilgede gorev yapan ¢ok ilgileniyoruz. Hemsehrilerimizin istifadeleri bulugmalarmn ilgeye deger kattigimi ifade eden Ak
sayida din gorevlisi katildi. igin camilerimizde Diyariet Vakfindan temin Parti Selguklu ilge Bagkaru Mustafa Hakan Ozer,
Selguklu flge Miiftiisii Nusret Kamblber Sel(;uklu ettigimiz kitaplarimizdan olugan kiitiiphaneler ise, Mahane kavrammdan uzaklagtigimiz su
Belediyesi 6nciiliigii kurduk” dedi. orde )

erleilgili gok yoni Gille oynaya gel
%ﬂl - Camilerin gocuklar icinde en iyi sevgi mekanlari : biyiik
Selgukiu Belediye Bagkam Ug'ur rbrahrm Altay oldugunu ifade eden Selguklu Belediye Bagkani duguyor Imamlarimizin énciiliigiinde yapilacak
‘ogretmenlerle baglayan istigare toplantilarimin Ugur ibrahim Altay, “Cocuklarimizi cami sev- faaliyetler mahallelerimiz igin kazang olacaktrr.
sivil toplum kuruluglari ve din gorevlileri ile gisiyle donatmak, onlar din gorevlilerimiz Bu vesile ile Selguklu Belediyemiz tarafindan
devam ettigini soyledi. 9 y1l igerisinde Sille'de bu- nezdinde biiyiiklerini 6rnek alarak sevgisaygi ~ gergeklestirilen istigarelere toplantilarinin hayirh
lunan tarihi camilerin restorasyonlari ile tekrar cercevesinde hayata hazirlamak amaciyla " olmasin diliyorum” dedi. (Konya'nin Sesi)
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Rize'den su kuyusu projesine destek
http://www.caytvhaber.com/haber/rize/yagmurun-ulkesi-rizeden-su-kuyusu-projesine-destek/31404.html

http://www.olay53.com/haber/yagmurun-ulkesi-rizeden-su-kuyusu-projesine-destek-cagrisi-634134.htm
http://www.haberci53.com/rize/yagmurun-ulkesi-rizeden-su-kuyusu-projesine-destek-h55917.html
http://www.gazeterize.com/rize-muftulugu/yagmurun-ulkesi-rizeden-su-kuyusu-projesine-destek-h13686760.html

http://www.pazar53.com/yagmurun-memleketi-rizeden-su-kuyusu-projesine-destek-32703h.htm

Talas'ta Abdilhamid Han Camii ve sosyal tesisinin yapimina destek veren hayirsevere
tesekkdr plaketi verildi
http://www.kayseristarhaber.com.tr/2018/04/04/baskan-palanciogludan-abdulhamid-han-cami-kresine-ziyaret/#GN


http://www.caytvhaber.com/haber/rize/yagmurun-ulkesi-rizeden-su-kuyusu-projesine-destek/31404.html
http://www.olay53.com/haber/yagmurun-ulkesi-rizeden-su-kuyusu-projesine-destek-cagrisi-634134.htm
http://www.haberci53.com/rize/yagmurun-ulkesi-rizeden-su-kuyusu-projesine-destek-h55917.html
http://www.gazeterize.com/rize-muftulugu/yagmurun-ulkesi-rizeden-su-kuyusu-projesine-destek-h13686760.html
http://www.pazar53.com/yagmurun-memleketi-rizeden-su-kuyusu-projesine-destek-32703h.htm
http://www.kayseristarhaber.com.tr/2018/04/04/baskan-palanciogludan-abdulhamid-han-cami-kresine-ziyaret/#GN



